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Historical background: 

After socialism, financial and moral instability, more than overloaded employees, lack of 
volunteering tradition, lack of social support in society. The beginning of hospice 
movement. 

Number of hospice volunteers today: 

Levels of volunteering: 

- Background hospice volunteers (not for the bedside): 
8 Hours for common hospice/palliative knowledge: 
hospice, death and dying, basic management knowledge 

- High school hospice volunteers: 50 hours community work: 
volunteering and basic hospice knowledge, visiting a hospice 
department, watching and discussing a hospice-movie, completing 
a chosen project to help the hospice  

- Bedside hospice volunteers: 36-40 hours: 8 hours hospice, basic marketing knowledge, 
12 hours: hospice basic care, death and dying , grief and bereavement, ethical and legal issues, 
20 hours: self-knowledge, communication skills development 

Hospice volunteers: 205 
Trained volunteers: 152 

Hungarian Hospice-Palliative Association for hospice volunteering: 

Creation of a national consensus for the uniform hospice volunteer training 
Advocacy of the uniform hospice volunteer training and registering it with the National Health 
Ministry 
Organizing trainings for hospice volunteers, internationally recognized educational program 
Helping the cooperation among hospice services and hospice volunteers, with a full database 
in Hungary 

Social events, communication and dissemination of the idea of hospice to build a strong community 
of volunteers 
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